Changes in cardiac rhythm in children treated with dopamine.
We reviewed the charts of 31 children receiving dopamine to document possible changes in cardiac rhythm associated with dopamine infusion. Six of these developed a dysrhythmia while on dopamine. All six were receiving dosages greater than 10 microgram/kg/min; in five of the six patients the infusion rate varied from 10-20 microgram/kg/min. Of the remaining 25 patients, 14 had preexisting dysrhythmias of nonventricular origin. Two of these 14 patients converted to sinus rhythm while on dopamine. Eleven patients who were in preexisting sinus rhythm had no rhythm changes on dopamine. Based on the results of this study, we recommend that dopamine should be used cautiously in children in the dosage range between 10-20 microgram/kg/min.